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TAKIS KLADAKIS 
SADAT AND HIS CRITICS 
ANNCR: 

THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT -- CLAIMING BROAD PUBLIC SUPPORT 
AFTER LAST WEEK'S REFERENDUM -- HAS STARTED A CRACKDOWN ON 
OPPOSITION JOURNALISTS AND CRITICS, HERE IS A BACKGROUND 
REPORT BY VOA'S TAKIS KLADAKIS ON THE CONTROVERSY THE POLICY 
1S GENERATING, 

VOICE: 

PRESIDENT SADAT SAYS THAT THE MEASURES APPROVED IN LAST 
WEEK'S REFERENDUM ARE AIMED AT COMMUNISTS, OLD~GUARD EGYPTIAN 
POLITICIANS FROM THE DAYS OF THE MONARCHY, AND THOSE WHO OPPOSE 
HIS EFFORTS TO DISMANTLE THE STRICTLY CONTROLLED SOCIETY HE 
INHERITED FROM THE LATE PRESIDENT GAMAL ABDEL NASSER. AND THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ONE HUNDRED FIFTY JOURNALISTS, POLITICIANS 
AND INTELLECTUALS ARE BEING INVESTIGATED CLEARLY SUGGEST THAT 
THE EGYPTIAN LEADER 1S INDEED DETERMINED TO GO AHEAD WITH HIS 
PLANS. 

BUT OBSERVERS POINT OUT THAT THOSE UNDER INVESTIGATION IN 
EGYPT INCLUDE SOME RATHER PROMINENT JOURNALISTS AND WRITERS -~ 
SUCH AS THE FORMER EDITOR OF THE AL AHRAM NEWSPAPER MOHAMMAD 
HASSANEIN HEYKAL == WHO ARE N O T MARXISTS BUT WHO HAVE STRONGLY 
CRITICIZED PRESIDENT SADAT'S DOMESTIC POLICIES AS WELL AS HIS 
MIDEAST PEACE INITIATIVES, 

OBSERVERS ALSO NOTE THAT THE LEGISLATION THE EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT SENT TO THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY (THE PARLIAMENT) TO 
TRANSLATE INTO LAW PRESIDENT SADAT'S PLANS TO DISCIPLINE THE 
OPPOSITION AND THE PRESS IS VAGUELY WORDED, THE ORAFT LAW MAKES 


"CORRUPTION OF POLITICAL LIFE™ A CRIME AND BARS FROM VIRTUALLY 


BACKGROUNDER NO, 5~-5873 PAGE 2 
ANY PUBLIC ACTIVITY PEOPLE FOUND GUILTY OF SPREADING 
"DEFEATISM" OR OF THREATENING "NATIONAL UNITY AND SOCIAL PEACE", 

IRONICALLY, THE "LIBERALIZATION" PROCESS EARLIER INITIATED 
BY PRESIDENT SADAT HAS GIVEN HIS OPPONENTS -- BOTH ON THE LEFT 
AND ON THE RIGHT -= THE VERY OPPORTUNITY TO CRITICIZE HIS 
GOVERNMENT AND TO FOCUS ON PROBLEMS EGYPT FACES, THERE'S A 
FURTHER IRONY, MISTER SADAT'S OPEN-DOOR COMMERCIAL POLICY 
HAS STIMULATED DOMESTIC ENTERPRISE BY ATTRACTING FOREIGN 
CAPITAL, BUT AT THE SAME TIME IT HAS ALSO SPURRED AN INFLUX 
OF MOSTLY LUXURY IMPORTS. OBSERVERS SUGGEST THAT THIS GAVE 
DOMESTIC CRITICS A RATIONALE TO FOCUS ON THE COMPLEXITY OF 
TRYING TO PROMOTE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE WITHOUT AT THE SAME TIME 
SCRAPPING THE CENTRALLY-PLANNED ECONOMY. AND, OF COURSE, 

THE STALLED MIDEAST PEACE TALKS HAVE STIRRED A WHOLE ROUND OF 
CRITICISM, 

PRESIDENT SADAT SAYS EGYPT MUST REMAIN UNITED IF IT IS TO 
CONCENTRATE ON THE SOLUTION OF THE MIDEAST PROBLEM, AND IT'S 
BEEN NOTED THAT HE HAS TAKEN TWO STEPS SHOWING HIS RESPONSIVENESS 
TO PUBLIC OPINION, PRESIDENT SADAT ASKED THE PARLIAMENT TO 
REVISE A CONTROVERSIAL TAX BILL HE CONSIDERS UNJUST, AND HE 
CANCELLED A HUGE RESORT PROJECT NEAR THE PYRAMIDS ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT IT WOULD RUIN EGYPT'S HERITAGE, 

WUL/RCS 


